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Narratives on "Good Education" in Nepal:
A Case Study of a Family's School Choice and the Im/possibility of School Transfer

Maiko Annen
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This paper aims to clarify an aspect of the rising educational enthusiasm phenomenon
in contemporary Nepalese society based on the narratives on "good education" told and
experienced by the rural population. Due to the influence of neoliberalism, education is
experiencing marketization and privatization globally. Various private actors have begun
investing in the education field, which was traditionally handled by public actors. Additionally,
people have a wider range of educational choices. In Nepal, the number of private schools
is increasing remarkably, and people's enthusiasm for education is growing, as they aim to
provide children with better education. Amid the social trend of increasing opportunities to
select a school, how can Nepalese people, who make "rational" choices, be enabled to select
and attend a school which matches their hopes? In this paper, I will present an individual case
in detail, describing how those who are at the mercy of the growing enthusiasm for education
can actually select and attend the school of their choosing. This reveals the individual aspect
of balancing hope with hardship while taking situation-adaptive and vulnerable measures to
acquire educational opportunities on a fragile economic basis.




