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Spiritual Tourism and Regional Development:
How the Local Council in Glastonbury Has Changed

Eriko Kawanishi

Keywords
Tourism, Consumerism, New Age, Spirituality

[ would like to investigate the commodification of spirituality from the viewpoint of
tourism. Glastonbury is known as a spiritual centre in England, and many New Age shops
and workshops attract people who are interested in New Age or alternative spirituality. Town
councillors used to be reluctant to accept these “New Agers,” as they were different from local
people, but more and more “New Agers” moved to Glastonbury and started businesses. The
town council promoted tourism at least once in the early 2000s, and they have promoted
it again more eagerly from around 2015. There were three reasons. Firstly, because more
“New Agers,” who tended to be favour of tourism, were elected as town councillors. Secondly,
because a neighbourhood development plan was proposed. Thirdly, because all the branches
of banks were gone. However, spirituality has not become the core of tourism in Glastonbury
yet. I suppose it is because spirituality is an individualistic practice, not accepted by everybody
or not based on the tradition of any specific region. This situation shows that spirituality is
easily connected to consumerism, but that it is difficult to make it the core of tourism, which
is often expected to develop the region.



