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Doubles in The Prestige:

Between Duplicated Self and Identical Twins
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This article discusses the meanings and roles of doubles in The Prestige, a film directed by
Christopher Nolan. The word “double” has a very broad meaning. Therefore, in this paper, we
will proceed with the discussion of the doubles from the perspective of the duplicated self and
identical twins. We will also consider clones that provide a thought-provoking perspective
when dealing with the issue of doubles.

This film is a story of the conflict between two magicians Robert Angier and Alfred Borden,
set in London at the end of the 19th century. Angier uses a device invented by Nikola Tesla to
repeatedly create duplicated self for each magic trick. Borden hides the fact that he is a twin
in order to make the magic of “The Transported Man” successful by using his identical twin.

In this film, Nolan repeats scenes of canaries in cages. These scenes also appear in the
opening and ending, and have a very important meaning in the film. The fact that Borden is an
identical twin recalls a connection with the canaries, which are used in stage illusions because
the birds are so similar to one another in appearance. Considering the symbolic meanings of
canaries and the role of silk hats, the mentality of Angier and Borden emerges more clearly.



