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Animal Ethics Discussions in Contemporary Japan:
The Kuyo Spirit, a Japanese Relational View of Life and Death
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In recent years, social problems such as environmental destruction and mass disposal of
clothes have become apparent in the fashion industry. Based on such issues, the value of
ethics in attaining a better society and environment is gaining attention around the world. In
particular, there have been discussions on animal welfare and ethics to improve the treatment
of animals and to consider humans’ relationship with animals philosophically. In fact, the
production of fur is prohibited in Europe due to the public’s resistance to animal materials
that result from the killing of animals, and vegans avoid such materials.

In Western society, which has led the emerging discussions on animal welfare and ethics,
views on animals are based on Christian anthropocentrism and include their placement in a
hierarchical order from a human perspective. However, ethical debates concerning animals
have been seeking to move away from anthropocentrism, although they still remain human-
centered.

In these discussions, the “Kuyd,” which refers to the spirit of mourning that people have
with regard to the killing of animals, should be noted. In fact, companies and organizations
that kill animals for resources have a sense of guilt that humans exploit for a large amount of
their lives, as well as a sense of gratitude to animals for enabling economic activities through
their sacrifice. Therefore, people have embodied the spirit of Kuyd by building memorial
monuments and towers to mourn the death of animals.

This paper focuses on the Kuyd and views on life and death, pointing out that discussions
on animal ethics have been developed in an anthropocentric and consumer-centered way. It
also considers the future development of such discussions based on a comparison of the views
on animals, life, and death between Christianity, which is the foundation of Western society,
and Buddhism in Japan.





