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The purpose of this article is to discuss the nature of the education at the Department of
Fashion, the Antwerp Royal Academy of Fine Arts in Antwerp, Belgium, and the characteristic
styles of the designers who were influenced by the Academy. First, I describe the education
at the Academy based on my own experiences. Next, based on my interviews with two
Japanese designers and one pattern maker, I examine their experiences. All of them studied
at the Academy and are active in various countries. Finally, | analyze the careers and styles
of three designers, namely, Demna Gvasalia, Raf Simons and Martin Margiela, who have been
influenced by the Academy, and made international achievements, either by studying there
or maintaining close ties with it. As a graduate of the Academy myself, I would also like to go
back to my own roots as a student and reflect on what I learned at the Academy has helped
me afterwards. In this article, I would like to examine the relationship between education and
the reality of the fashion world, or the relationship between fashion design and the fashion
business, and contribute to the education of future fashion designers from the perspective of
both a designer and a fashion design educator.






