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Current Condition of Contemporary Ceramics in ‘Mino-yaki’
Industry

Midori Hirota

Keywords
Traditional Crafts, Mino-yaki, Contemporary Ceramics, Ceramic Artists, Potters

This paper is a summary of initial survey data from joint research since March 2021, about
ceramic artists who create contemporary ceramic works in traditional ceramic industry.
Among the “Rokkoyo (Six Ancient Kilns)” which are typical areas of ancient ceramic kilns that
have been produced from the middle ages to the present, “Tokoname-yaki” and “Seto-yaki” are
made in Aichi prefecture. Beside it, “Mino-yaki”, “Akatsu-yaki”, “Seto dyed ware”, “Tokoname-
yaki’, and “Yokkaichi Banko-yaki” which are specified as traditional crafts, are also active
ceramics, so Tokai region can be said “Pottary Dense Area”.

In these ceramics industry that have developed while inheriting the tradition, contemporary
ceramics that are different from the traditional “Utsuwa-mono (vessels)” are also created.
Based on a survey around Tajimi city, the center of “Mino-yaki”, this paper describes the
current condition of contemporary ceramics from the perspective of a place for evaluation of
contemporary ceramic works (International Ceramic Festival Mino), an educational institution
by local government (Tajimi city pottery design and technical center), a place for presentation
and appreciation (Museum of Modern Ceramic Art Gifu, Mino Ceramic Art Museum Tajimi,
and Gallery VOICE).




