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In the Western countries, the number of Muslim is increasing rapidly, and some
Westerners are interested in Islam or converted to Muslim. However, scholars have rarely
studied Western Muslims. In general, these Westerners are said to be attracted to Sufism as
they regard it as one of the “New Age” matters. In this article, I focus on the Western women
in Glastonbury, UK, who are the members of the Nagshbandiyya Haqqaniyya order. Why
these women practise Sufism?

At first, I show that not all these women regard Sufism as “New Age”. Then I say that they
accept the “passive” way of living, such as relying on men or others, following disciplines,
and not needing the complete “independence” and “self-decision”. This idea is different from
Neoliberalism, the idea of the mainstream Western society. These women find the meaning
of their life through the interaction with others and manage to achieve a better way of life.
They find current society is unstable because it addresses freedom too much. Their practice
of Sufism is an alternative way of life to survive this society.



