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During the decade from the late 1960s to the early 1970s, Saeki Shoichi (1922-2016),
one of leading literary critics in Japan after World War II, had a decisive "change and
abandonment” in the field of literary criticism. First, when Saeki was around 40 years old, his
experience of giving lectures on the history of Japanese literature from Man'y6shii to Mishima
Yukio at an American university for two years, from 1962 to 1964, greatly transformed his
literary view and historical sense. Based on this change, Saeki tried to reconstruct the entire
history of Japanese literature from the perspective of "eros" (one of his original literary
terms), but he had to give up it in the end. This abandonment compelled him to embark on
new research, called autobiographical research, which some count as his most important
work. This is seen as a big irony in the history of literary criticism.

This essay begins by demonstrating that Saeki’s teaching experience at an American
university transformed his view that Japanese literature after the Meiji Restoration is cut off
from the predominant Japanese literary heritage. Then it moves on to discussing the reason
why Saeki did not succeed in rewriting the history of Japanese literature from the perspective
of eros. This will show how Saeki began his autobiographical research.




