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Why was City Pop Rediscovered by Overseas Music Lovers?

The Future as a Retrotopia

Koji Takahashi
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Internet Culture, City Pop, Vaporwave, Accelerationism, Neoliberalism

The worldwide popularity of City Pop is a very strange cultural phenomenon. City Pop
is urban pop music made in Japan in the 1980s. If this were a movement limited to Japan,
it could be judged as a mere nostalgic phenomenon. However, those people who had
rediscovered City Pop were overseas music lovers. Why were they fascinated by Japanese
music nearly 40 years ago? It probably has something to do with an uncertain future. Those
who can no longer imagine the future have no choice but to look to the past. For City Pop
lovers around the world, the past is the future and Japan in the 1980s is an ideal future. In
this article while introducing Vaporwave and Future Funk, which are the roots of City Pop,
[ will examine the retrotopian refracted psychology embedded in it. Mark Fisher, a British
music critic and philosopher, helps us to understand the City Pop revival. At the end of this
article, I will mention Accelerationism and the Singularity as an alternative way to escape

from the prison-like present.



