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Memorial Fashion:

Mourning Works from the Analysis of Museum Exhibits and Art Practices
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“Memorial Fashion” means clothes as media that remind us of those who wore these clothes,
while alive, and the events which have brought them to death. Memorial Fashion includes not
only clothes but also textiles, accessories and prosthetic limbs. This article aims to reconsider
the meaning of mourning (and its imperfectness) by analyzing Memorial Fashion of “the
untimely death” caused by war and natural disaster. This article deals with exhibits at the
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum and the Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum, or those
stored in the Okinawa Airakuen Kouryuukaikan (the Hansen’s Disease Sanatorium Museum
in Okinawa) and the National Hansen'’s Disease Museum. As for art practices, it refers to art
works such as photography and installation by Japanese artists, Miyako Ishiuchi and Fumie
Chiba, and Yoshinari Nishio.




