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The Design of Kenzo Takada's Kasuri-Pattern One-Piece Dress
(Spring/Summer 1972 Collection)
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This paper approaches Kenzo Takada's designs from two aspects; researching materials
and making a replica (rub-off) of a one-piece dress made of Kasuri-pattern fabric that
was presented in 1972 spring/summer collection. This one-piece dress is one of Kenzo's
early works and is considered to be a prét-a-porter item that was available for general
consumption. This paper considers firstly Kenzo’s intention and background of using kimono
fabric (Kasuri-pattern fabric) for the one-piece dress, and secondary the pattern created out
of rub-off of the dress.

We find that Kenzo’s use of Kasuri-pattern fabric was with the intention of expressing his
identity as Japanese working in Paris. It also derived from a kind of exoticism that reaffirmed
Japanese culture and its beauty as seen from Paris. What is revealed through reproduction
of the dress was that Kenzo devised his own design using various techniques while working
with a cultural prototype based on his dressmaking education at Bunka Fashion College. It
is revealed by his simple shirt dress with a mix of typical female and male patterns for the
collar and sleeves, prét-a-porter garment design that called for skillful workmanship, and
other works.




